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Liberal intelligentsia in  Germany is  the  completeness  of its
intellectuality—and its ineffectiveness.
Next to the Democrats came the Centrum., which for a brief
moment called itself after the revolution the Christian People's
party, but found it almost immediately wiser to revert to the old
name. It started as a confessional party and such it remained.
Its early days of struggle against Bismarck, when it was an ultra-
montanist, anti-Prussian and almost anti-German party,, had long
ago been forgotten. Long before the war it had become respectable,
an integral part of German political life, a Roman Catholic party
of unimpeachable loyalty, with the defence of Catholic rights as
its main aim and actually a Catholic party embracing every class
from the humblest workman or peasant to the great landowner
and empurpled cardinal. That a body so varied could never agree
on a political programme did not matter in the pre-war period,
when it really mattered very little whether it had a formal pro-
gramme or not. It was, however, naturally inclined to side with
the democratic parties simply because in a land where Catholics
are in a minority they are likelier to find support for their claim
to equality from the Left than from the Right. In the later pre-
war period it was largely a party which could be bought, and sup-
ported the government or opposed it as willingness to pay varied.
But under younger leaders it had latterly begun to develop a policy
which was more virtuously democratic, and under pressure of war
politics it became not only an integral, but a leading partner in
the democratic coalition. By the end of the war period it had
become almost entirely a political party on a confessional basis
with a republican policy of its own. The fact that it was an integral
part of the republican democratic coalition and supplied many
of that coalition's ablest leaders made even close observers fail to
see that what had been a necessity under Bismarck had become
an anomaly. In the democratic parliamentary state there is no
place for a confessional party. Democracy guaranteed all the rights
which it was ostensibly created to preserve, and from that moment,
for the defence of the religious interests of what from the point of
view of the state was one creed, one sect among many, a political
party was not the proper instrument. It perpetuated a political

